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Caught in the Web
By Julie Haan

This fused glass bowl was created using Bullseye
tested-compatible glass rods. Always use a fusible
glass that has been manufactured and tested for

compatibility to ensure a successful project.



Materials
Glass Slumping Mold: Delphi Glass
Origami Bowl Mold 11¼"

Glass : Bullseye (90 COE)
Stiff Black Glass Rods
Small (Scrap) Piece of Black

Tools: Brand of choice
Haik brush
Wheeled glass nippers
Ruler
Pencil

Miscellaneous: by Bullseye
GlasTac
ThinFire Shelf Paper
Fusemaster
Kiln Wash

Kiln: Skutt
GM22CS Clam Shell Kiln
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tep 1 Cut a 14-inch piece of shelf paper and,
using a pencil, draw a 12-inch circle on the
shelf paper with an 11-inch circle inside of

it. This will serve as a liner for the kiln shelf as
well as a template for the glass rods. Place the shelf

paper on the shelf and set it inside the kiln.
Step 2 Cut the Stiff Black Glass Rods using the wheeled

glass nippers. You will need four 5¾-inch and four 5¼-inch
pieces. These will form the base of the web. Next, you will
need eight 4½-inch pieces and eight 3½-inch pieces for
the first two rings, followed by four 2-inch pieces and four
1½-inch pieces for the two remaining rings.

Step 3 Begin by laying out the 5¾-inch pieces in an
“X”, leaving a ½-inch space in the center and aligning
the ends with the edge of the 12-inch circle. Center the
5¼-inch pieces between the longer pieces to form a
wagon-wheel structure, using the 11-inch circle as a
guide and leaving a ½-inch space in the center. Don’t
worry if the ends come out beyond the edge of the circle
lines; this will add interest to the finished piece.
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Step 4 Apply a small amount of GlasTac on the edge of
each piece as you place them. This will keep the pieces
from rolling as you set them in place. Beginning at the outer
edge, place the 4½-inch pieces around the circle on top of
the spokes of the wheel to complete the first ring. (Notice
the woven effect as the pieces are placed.) Now, follow the
same process until all four rings are complete.

Step 5 Cut a 1-inch square from the black scrap glass,
and using the wheeled glass nippers, nip the corners to
form a rough circle. Place this circle in the center of the web
to secure the design.

Step 6 Fire the piece using the full-fuse firing schedule
listed below:

Step 7 Apply four to six thin coats of Kiln Wash to the
Origami Bowl Mold with a Haik brush. Alternate directions
while applying the coats, letting each coat dry a little be-
fore applying the next. Allow the mold to dry completely
before firing.

Step 8 After the fused piece has cooled to room temper-
ature from the first firing, center it on the Origami Bowl
Mold. Put the mold and glass onto the kiln shelf and fire to
slumping temperature, following the slumping schedule
listed below.

Step 9 Wait until the kiln has returned to room temper-
ature before removing the slumped glass project.

Enjoy! FAC

Full-fuse firing schedule

Ramp Rate Set point temp Hold time

Ramp 1 200° F/Hr 1,000° F 10 min.

Ramp 2 200° F/Hr 1,400°F 15 min.

Ramp 3 As fast as possible 900°F 30 min.

Slumping schedule

Ramp Rate Set point temp Hold time

Ramp 1 200° F/Hr 1,000° F 10 min.

Ramp 2 200° F/Hr 1,500°F 0 min.

Ramp 3 As fast as possible 900°F 30 min.
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news & notes

Delphi, source for art glass supplies, and ArtFire.com,
marketplace for handmade crafts, announced the win-
ners of the first Ring of Fire Artist Challenge. This unique
contest challenged artists of all crafts and abilities to
showcase their creativity in new ways. Winning projects
can be seen at www.delphiglass.com/ringoffire.

The Ring of Fire Artist Challenge was a new style of art
competition. The challenge was to choose from ten spe-
cific craft supplies and incorporate the item(s) into a proj-
ect of the artist’s choosing. The variety of awards,
including Best Use of Recycled Materials, Best Use of Ring
of Fire Materials, Most Inspirational, Hottest Project for the
Summer and others, encouraged a wide range of mixed-
media entries.

There were 15 award categories in total. The Grand
Prize went to Kristin Simpson for her fused glass flower
titled “Garden Whimsy,” which incorporated dichroic
scrap, millefiori, copper mesh and art glass for a three-di-
mensional project. She was awarded multiple prizes, in-
cluding a Delphi EZ-Pro Deluxe Kiln by Jen-Ken Kilns,
which fires both glass and ceramics.

Thousands of dol-
lars in goods were pre-
sented to the winners,
including $50 Delphi
gift certificates and
mixed-media supply
packs, $100 shopping
sprees on ArtFire.com,
instructional books,
DVDs and other prizes
from the contest ’s
many sponsors.

This was the first art
competition Delphi and
ArtFire.com partnered
to organize. Major sponsors included Jen-Ken Kilns, Glass
Patterns Quarterly, Glass Craftsman, Wardell Publications
and Diamond Tech Crafts.

“The Ring of Fire encouraged people of all crafts and
abilities to enter,” said marketing director Monika Smo-
larczyk. “We were impressed with the creativity involved
in the numerous entries we received. We are working on
future contests and projects in celebration of the hand-
made arts.”

About ArtFire.com
ArtFire.com was launched in 2008 by president John Ja-
cobs and his team of young, creative talent. The website
attracts over a one-and-a-half million visitors each
month, including many glass and jewelry artisans.

About Delphi
Founded in 1972, Delphi Glass Corp. offers an extensive
selection of art glass tools and supplies. Delphi sponsors
a variety of events and classes all year long, including
The Ring of Fire. With over 30,000 specialty craft sup-
plies, Delphi is dedicated to the entire glass art industry.

To see this year’s winners or to learn more about
The Ring of Fire Artist Challenge, visit www.delphi
glass.com/ringoffire, e-mail gallery@delphiglass.com
or contact Delphi at (800) 248-2048.

Winners of Ring of Fire Artist Challenge
Take Home Top Prizes for Their Creativity


